LA_-BASED BRAND CORPUS IS ROT JUST ABOUT SKINNY
JEANS ANYMORE. BY ANDREA CUSICK. PHOTOGRAPHED

BY AMANDA MILIUS
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Corpus Clothing

L.A's it-brand moves nimbly beyond skinny jeans
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The designing duo

of Keith Richardson and
Jerrod Cornish pick up
where the premium-jeans
craze left off.

'I—n Los Angeles. a well-fitted T-
shirt and brilllantly cut jeans can spawn a
muitimillion dellar business. Ever since 2000,
when Li.-based 7 For &l Mankind posted
Trst-year profits of 513 million, dozens of
denim lines have sprouted to cash in on the
premiume-jeans craze, For some. the fame
was flesting (Von Dutch), while cthers [True
Religion, Rock & Republic, and Ankik Dendm)
hawe continsed te Tourich commercialy by
branching into BCoessones of opening Store.
frents. Amid these deparirent-store denim
juggemauts, smaller lines hawe emenged,
gaming critcal pralse, along with hipster
credibility for their Tashion-Torwand M and
indeperdent spint. One such line is Corpus.
The label's signature plece, the skintight
legging jean, arrived just as the skinny jean
was becoming de rigueur for both wosmen
and men. It now comes in a rainbow of col-
orE, from acid wash 1o bright yellow,

Corpus ame detigners Keith Rich-
ardson and jemod Comish, two friends who
met in 1958, while working on a film—Rich-
ardson (n the costume department and Cor-
nish in visual effecis, “The movie's nama
Bn°t Impartant,” Richandson smirks, “but
it's not padn.” They quickly bonded over
frustration at the lack of innowvative and
sophisticated but lowerpriced menswear,
| think people are still shell-shocked from
that whole four-hundred-dollar jeans thing.
Thede are still going 10 be people buying
those brands, but | think there's going to
be & market for people who want to dress

CORPUS

and feel good [for less), Its exciting to find
something amazing for & real price.”

Corpiet obeyed the local custom
in the city, that, since Guess? in the early
18480z, has enshrined dendm as a successful
business model, even a way of lite. "1 knew in
the Beginning that jeans and T-shirs would
be sasier to execule,” says Richardson, &
native af Dallas, Texas. “You're in LA It's
easier to break into thal. It's mot easy to go
and put a collection gut.*

In 2003, they stared with graphic
tees, two |ackets, one Sweatshim, and fouwr
denim styles, including a tapesed-Nit style
that eaughit the eye af retailers. “They mad-
bered that skdnny jean trend by taking it o
the ngxt level”™ says Theodome Gilllam, a
buyer for Collage, a Venice boutique that
carries Corpus. Gillam discovened the line
while warking as a buyer for the now defunct
Wice store in Siver Lake. “jermod walked in
and | couldn't help but admine the jeans he
wias wearing,” muses Gillam, “The unique
pocket details wems [just wicked, Once the
suspender versions and solid washes came
oul, It was owver, Men's jeans at the time
were o boring, so Corpus really created a
whole fnew look around theirs.®™ The result,
structured yet fevesishly robellious, wene
jeans that hugged siihcuettes closely and
locse striped cardigan Sweatedrs that draped
as if haphazardly put on. Guys donned the
suspender jeans not with the suspenders
wom conventionally, owver the shoulders, but
with the thin straps hanging down around
the knees, an homage, perhaps, 1o punk.

Skater kigs, sneaker heads, and
fashien irsiders book notice of thair sary
caollections. A& story on the Californds denim
craze in Wogue follgwed, and soon Richand-
son and Comish found themselves showing
the lne to Bameys japan, from the back of
Richardson's cas In 2005, PY& Imparter, the
parent cormpany behind the jeans label Ear
migt Sewn, invested in Compus, giving them
the financial lexibility to move the Bne n
a4 broader direction—and out of Rich- >

slesveless hook-fromt hoody, and acld-wash tTagered

jeans by CORPMUS, and The Beast shoes by PUMA, Coftom T-shirt with neckline buttens snd Belted shorts
by CORFUS, and shoos by WANS, Cotton Peaple T-shirt and acld-wash tapered jeans by OORPUS, and

Cottes taak with neckline batioms,
shoes by OC. ALl progs Trom Palace Costuse & Prop Co., L.,
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prdson's apanmment. Last season, Corpus
l@snchéd & womenswear ling o appeata
women-whd wére buying smaller versions

of the men's pleces. Like the men's joand,
the women's cuts came in skinfy and ax-
wra-ikinmy. in colors like Ravender and lp-

stick red, Who but stylish risk-takers would
b beold @ncugh 10 wear bubble-gume-pink
danim leggings? This sprirg, thay |l launch
a e of persey tops and Dottoms that pams
for unisex appeal, “Uneex S8ems o e &
mavement for us,” suplaing Richardson

Alang the way, thedr vision of mod-

emizing classic pieces llkm cardigans il
jeans. as well a5 thewr icea of the Corpus

customer, began 10 take shaps. “RS Some-
one who is awane of fashion but meght ot
follow it obsessively,” Says Cormish, who
hails frpsm Minnesolba, and sesms B shyer
of the twa. “They can definitely tell & taste
fully cut garment and i somathing has fla-
wor,” Richardsan and Comish admit that the
Compus customer it basscally pust ke them

*1 den’t remember designing for
anyone obther than us,.” says Richardson, =t
really didnt have anything to do with what
the market wanied.”

“The question would be” Cor
nish adds. " "Would wou wear that? If you
woukint, it would get cut.”
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